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UNH Global
A Fond Farewell to OISS
Friday, December 18, 2020
 
Dear Friends and Colleagues,
December 25th this year holds special meaning for me as it is
my last day as Director of the O ice of International Students
and Scholars. I am retiring from UNH a er 34 years, of which
29 of those were at OISS. While I am looking forward to future
adventures, I am sad to leave a job I love and will miss being
with co-workers who are dear to me. I will also miss the
experience of meeting and getting to know international
students and scholars personally – one of the many rewards of
my career at UNH.
 I did not plan for a career in international education but now, I
cannot imagine a more suitable and rewarding role for me. 
Working with international students, faculty and sta  has
brought meaning and fulfillment to me and my family. I leave with a grateful heart for your
friendship, guidance, encouragement and support through the years.
Warmest regards, 
Leila
Below are some parting words from sta  who have had the privilegeof working with Leila:
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I can see that the whole time you were at OISS (or when you were the whole OISS) students and
scholars were lucky to have you at the helm.
…what I think is extraordinary about you as a director is that you somehow always find the time to
listen.
I have learned so much under your supervision and am a confident advisor because of your
guidance and support. 
You have made a tremendous impact over the years on the lives of thousands of international
students. 
Thank you for making international diversity at UNH your priority.  We are all the better for it.
You have spent a career helping people to improve their lives and families and launch their careers.
In the process, you enriched the UNH community and strengthened the quality of our research and
teaching. What a wonderful legacy to celebrate.
….you have embodied what it means to be a thoughtful and e ective leader, a caring team-builder,
an expert in the field, and a positive spirit through thick and thin.
….it is clear that your dedication and impact will be felt long a er you retire. Your contribution to the
international students and the UNH community as a whole is remarkable.  
UNH and especially OISS, will miss much your loyalty to the unit and its traditions, your a ectionate
fellowship, your wit and humor and your unfailing good sense.  
You will be missed deeply!
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OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL STUDENTS & SCHOLARS
  Conant Hall 315 
10 Library Way, Durham, NH 03824
  603.862.1288
  oiss@unh.edu (mailto:oiss@unh.edu)
  (https://www.facebook.com/UNHOISS)     (https://www.linkedin.com/groups?
home=&gid=7499513&trk=anet_ug_hm)       (https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=RAIIVZeG_Mg&list=PLNrM_wYXzvY_sH3351X7Lfdd8vTa5EHkD)
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